To adjust for potential influence of chronic conditions, a sensitivity analysis of including different measures of health status was conducted. The results of Model 2 were adjusted for socio-demographic factors and number of co-morbidity. Instead of using the count variable for co-morbidity, Model 2a included chronic conditions individually (hypertension, diabetes, stroke, heart attack, angina, low blood pressure, hearing/visual impairment and depression) for further adjustment. To address the issue of self-reported information on chronic illnesses, Model 2b included functional impairment (ADL/IADL), which is a strong indicator of decline in physical health caused by various chronic conditions. Although functional impairment might be an outcome of cognitive impairment or dementia, it could be a robust measure of poor health status.
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